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Ann

• Ann lives in a small 
Michigan town

• She wants to own her own business
• How does she know …



mel.org

Ann’s Questions

• What business to go into?
• How much money she’ll need?
• How to approach the bank?
• What’s a business plan?
• How does she incorporate?



mel.org

John

• Has just been diagnosed with diabetes
• He needs to know …
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John’s questions…

• What doctors specialize in diabetes care 
in his area?

• How can he evaluate health information 
he finds on the Internet?

• How can he learn more about diabetes 
care?
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Claire

• College Student
• She’s writing papers for her 

undergraduate degree
• How can she find out …
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Claire’s Questions

• What is a reliable source on the Internet?
• Can she get the article right away?
• Can she borrow books from other 

libraries?
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Scott

• Scott has to write a report on wolverines 
(and it’s 8 p.m. and it’s due tomorrow!)
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Where To Look?

• What’s the first place people look for 
information?

• What’s wrong with that?
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So What Else Is There?
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Michigan eLibrary

• Evaluated Best of the Web Collection
• Statewide Library Catalog: MeLCat
• Research Databases
• Digitized Michigan History: MeL 

Michigana
• Michigan Educators’ Resource
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MeLCat

• Shared online catalog of materials in 
Michigan libraries

• Find out what libraries own
• One click orders your item
• Library-to-library delivery
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MeL Databases

• 40 commercial databases with research 
materials for all ages and needs

• Business periodicals and investments
• Science & technology reviews
• General periodicals to support schools 

and education
• Reference materials created by experts
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MeL helps Michigan students 
and teachers succeed

• with ACT preparation materials
• with a variety of age-appropriate learning 

resources and tools
• with the Michigan Educators’ Resource: lessons 

supporting our state curriculum standards and 
guidelines

• with librarian-vetted Web sites, virtually free of 
advertising
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K-6 Databases

• SIRS Discoverer Deluxe
• eLibrary Elementary
• Kids InfoBits

– Appropriate interfaces for K-6 students
– Encyclopedia articles, magazine articles, 

pictures, video, etc. 
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Middle School and High School 
Databases

• InfoTrac Junior Edition
• Infotrac Student Edition
• Newsbank
• General Reference Center Gold
• World Almanac
• Funk & Wagnall’s
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For Educators

• K12 Professional Collection
• ERIC
• Michigan Educators’ Resources
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Michigan Educators’ Resources 
(MER)

• The Michigan Educators' Resources (MER) 
provides thousands of quality web sites in 
education tied to the state's curriculum 
standards. 
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Test Preparation

• ACT, GED, SAT, teacher certification, etc.
• Tutorials for middle school and up

– English improvement
– Math skills



mel.org

MeL is Accessible

• Accessible from any Michigan library or from 
a Michigan resident’s home or workplace

• 24 hours a day, seven days a week
• Libraries provide training, though most 

databases don’t need any specialized 
knowledge to use

• Free to Michigan residents
• Cross-searching
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MeL is better

There is a vast world of information out 
there and the Michigan eLibrary (MeL) is 
superior to the resources commonly 
available on the World Wide Web.
– authoritative
– targeted
– mines the deep Web 
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Equal Access!

No matter where in Michigan you live -- or 
what size your community is -- the 
Michigan eLibrary puts the best information 
resources right at your fingertips.
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MeL by the Numbers

• MeL Databases cost $3.9 million/year 
• The Library of Michigan saves Michigan’s 

libraries, schools, universities and colleges 
over $193 million each year
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Statistics and Costs

• In 2005, residents performed over 16 
million searches and downloaded 5.7 
million documents

• At an average cost of $15.00 per article
Over $8 Billion worth of 

information
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Add 23 million items to 
your library!

• Over 23 million items are available in 
MeLCat

• Talk to your Media Specialist about plans 
for joining
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Ann

• Using MeL business databases Ann 
learned that coffee shops were a booming 
business and one she could afford to get 
into. Thanks to MeL Best of the Web she 
developed a business plan that the bank 
approved and got her loan.
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John
• Using MeL Best of the Web, John 

learned about evaluating information 
on health Web sites to research his 
illness and found a doctor in his area 
who specializes in diabetes care. 
Using MeLCat, he ordered a 
cookbook for people with diabetes. 
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Claire

• Learned that all Internet 
sites are not alike. She also wrote a terrific 
term paper on the politics of alternative 
fuels using MeL Databases to get full-
text articles and borrowing a book 
through MeLCat.
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Scott

• Scott’s parents were able to login to MeL 
Databases using a driver’s license from 
home. Scott finished his paper and turned it 
in on time.
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Michigan Wins!

• Providing information to Michigan 
residents, businesses, students, teachers, 
and legislature benefits all of us.

http://mel.org
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MeL Databases

We’ll go live if we have connections!

http://www.mel.org

http://www.mel.org/
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Helpful URLs

• http://mel.org
• http://michigan.gov/mel
• http://mer.mel.org
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MeL Contact Information

Sheryl Mase
Director of Statewide Services
Library of Michigan
smase@michigan.gov
877-479-0021
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